
Loch Alpine LoreLoch Alpine LoreLoch Alpine LoreLoch Alpine LoreLoch Alpine Lore
September 2007

2
www.lochalpine.org

Social Committee Chair Parting Thoughts
by Barbara Bowman

My hat is off to Becky
Reed, who with behind
the scenes assistance from
Lynette Brice, took on the
organization of the 4th of
July festivities. Not only
did Becky take on the task
with a toddler in tow, but
to add to the degree of
difficulty, her husband,
Steve, was in China at the
time.  Organizing an event
without being able to
coerce a husband or two
into thankless, back-
breaking, mind-numbing,
manual labor in service to
the neighborhood is
something I shudder to think about.  Thank you
again Becky.  I’m in awe of your feats in the face of
such adverse conditions.  Of course, this means that
none of us will have an excuse to opt out of helping
in the future.

In addition to organiz-
ing and keeping it fun,
Becky and Lynette
came up with an
especially brilliant
idea.  I’m especially
impressed because I
didn’t think of it.  The
dunk tank was a great
addition because it
was fun for all ages.
Some of our celebra-
tions have been geared
more for the younger
set, so it was good to
have something that
attracts the teens and
pre-teens. Nothing
attracts this group like

a chance to humiliate, oops; I mean enjoy spending
quality time with adults.  One word to the wise,
someone needs to watch Benj Fergel-Keehne.  Benj
knows where the secret dunk tank switch is located.
Benj is the reason why some of those dunked didn’t
get a chance to see what hit them.

The following people volunteered with our 4th of
July celebration. They worked the dunk tank, the
inflatable bouncy castle, made water balloons,
sold food, light necklaces, baked items and cleaned
up afterwards!
Organization
Lynnette Brice

Dunk Tank
Supervision
Hart Posen,Bob
Royce, Steve Maser,
Larry Bowman and
Pete Montero

Bouncer Supervision
Robyn Nevin, Dara
Beck,Steve Maser,
Mary Newton,
Adrienne Royce, Liz
Turner and Dara
Beck

Bake Sale Donation
Mary Newton, Karla
Grossman, Lisa Zofchak, Karen Brown, Kersten Fuith,
Dara Beck, Lisa Murphy, Laurie Blodgett and Nancy
Rogers

Water Balloon Prep
Dara Beck,Nancy Rogers,Adrienne Royce
and Beth Kane

Glow Necklace Sales
Lisa Murphy and Nancy Rogers

Food Service
Lisa Carolin (& son Laurence), Barb Bowman, Arlene
Elliott, Lisa Murphy, Donna Turner and Alice Ellsworth

Games Supervisor
John Murphy

Face Painting
Julia Murphy and
Olivia Fuller

Tattoos
Jodie Friedman

Security
Nona Credille

Arts & Crafts Supervisor
Jane Holland

Clean Up
Patricia Wise

Flyer Distribution
Maria Harshe

General Help (and Photos)
Gregg Heidebrink

General Oversight
Tom Holland

A big THANK YOU to you all!
from Becky Reed
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Event _1st_Place _2nd_Place _3rd_Place
Under 7 Sack Race Alex Alexander Cameron

7 Plus Sack Race Jack B Alex Iasbella

Adult Sack Race 
Women

Debby Marney (?) Donna

Adult Sack Race 
Men

Alex

Under 7 3-Leg Race Cameron and 
Alexander

Elizabeth and  ? Trevor and Max

7 Plus 3-Leg Race Alex and Mora Jack and Benj Griffin and Jake

Tug of War: Kids vs 
Adults

Kids (alas!)

Spring Games Results

I’ve forgotten most of the details of
the 2007 Spring Celebration,
however after 3 years of trial and
error I finally got the egg hunt
figured out.  The feed-back I got
after the first event was that the
candy in the eggs melted (note to
self no chocolate in eggs next
year).  Year 2 feed-back was that
the small toys and hard candy too
choky (yikes, I hope the statute of
limitations is over on that one by
now). Year 3 brilliant idea:  hide
empty eggs and stage an egg
exchange!  In practice, this idea
even worked.  The trading was
fast and furious. The kids loved
the wheeling and dealing and
now there will be empty eggs to
recycle in perpetuity.  For anyone
who cares about these things, I
will proudly point to this as my
lasting legacy on the Social
Committee.  I’d also claim bring-
ing back the bon fire, but I’m a
little nervous in claiming that
accomplishment in the case of any
future fire related incidents.

About that tug-O-war:  in the
spring while cheering on the
sidelines, I thought for sure that
the parents were “letting” the
kids win.  I mean really!  Then at
the rematch, I couldn’t resist
lending a hand and much to my
dismay, I discovered that the kids
had earned those two victories.

How embarrassing!  I know that
the kids don’t read the Lore, so
confidentially parents, just
between us, we can still let the
kids think that we “let” them win.
After all, we have our pride (a
shred or two, don’t we?).

More Parting Thoughts
by Barbara Bowman

photos by Gregg Heidebrink
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The Open House will be for all  girls and adults, to
meet and greet each other and share some s’mores
and get ready for some girl scouting. It will also be a
chance for new girls and adults to meet us and sign
up. The event will be at the Dexter American Legion
Hall outdoor covered area Sep 27 from 6-8pm.  The
indoor hall has been reserved for displays about
girl scouting. Parents can stop by too.

Please contact Barb Bowman at 426 -7096 for more
information.

Have you
recently
moved to
Loch Alpine?

If so,  New
Neighbor
gifts and
information
packets are
available for you!

Please contact Marcia Wallin at
lochalpinelore@hotmail.com for more information.

Need to find out more about Loch Alpine?
Check out the web site: www.lochalpine.org

Welcome New Neighbors

Scheduled for Tuesday,
October 31 from
6 pm to 8 pm.

Put your porch light on between these hours to
welcome our little Ghosts and Goblins!

Trick Or Treat in Loch Alpine,
Tuesday, October 31

Girl Scout Open House
September 27

Loch Alpine
Directory

The Loch Alpine Neighborhood Directory is being
updated.  The dealine for submission is:
OCTOBER 1ST.

Advertising space is being offered at a rate reflecting
a mid year publication date. This is a great way to
get word out to your neighbors about your business!

The Advertising Options: (NEW RATES)
Quarter page: $40
Half page: $80
Full page: $120
Back cover: $160

If you’re new to Loch Alpine, or if your directory
information has changed and you haven’t already
notified us, there’s still time to make the changes, just
email Lynnette Brice with the information.

Please contact Lynette Brice at
Lynnette.Brice@comcast.net

The chain blocking the Park
entrance at Bridgeway will be
taken down on October 6 to
allow residents
to donate small logs, tree
limbs and branches to the
brush pile, which will be the fuel
for the October 20 bonfire.

Please watch the board bulletin for more informa-
tion about the bonfire.

Daylight Bonfire & Cider & Doughnuts
Saturday, October 20
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Fall is a good time for people to remove invasive
species of shrubs from their property, such as
buckthorn and honeysuckle, replacing them with
species that provide better food and cover for birds
and other wildlife.

Native shrub species such as arrow-wood, haw-
thorn, nannyberry, dogwood, hazelnut and elder-
berry are adaptable to many growing conditions
and provide excellent food sources for migrating
songbirds and small mammals.

 For more information about invasive species and
native landscaping check out Ann Arbor’s Natural
Area Preservation program at:
http://www.a2gov.org/nap/.

On Sunday,
May 20th,
during the
Spring Fest,
Loch Alpine
residents
planted the
first
community
garden!

During the succesive months, the garden grew
well and was
visited by several
respresentatives
from the wildlife
community.
Consequently, the
yield enjoyed by
the gardeners was
low. Planning for
next year’s garden
is underway.
Please contact
Barb Bowman or
Felice Fergel if you
are interested in
participating.

Loch Alpine Garden Club

Sat. Sept. 29, 1:00 p.m. Visit the Ann Arbor Garden
Club’s Flower Sow at the Matthei Botanical Gardens.
Those wanting to have lunch first meet at 11:30 at
the north end of the Country Club parking lot to
carpool to the restaurant.

October 9 and Novenber 13 we will hold workshops.
Loch Alpine Garden Club welcomes new members
or just be a guest if a particular program interests
you. For more information please call Chris
Rochman, president, 426-5736.

      Upcoming Activities
Loch Alpine Community Garden

Autumn Landscaping
by Lara J. Treemore Spears

* Editors Note: Please welcome new Loch Alpine resident
Lara Treemore Spears who works for the
city of Ann Arbor as a Natural Area Technician

Buckthorn Berries:
Large, round, berry-like
clusters of black 1/4" fruit.
Ripens in August and
September.

Buckthorn Leaves:
Egg-shaped, pointed at the tip,
smooth, dark, glossy and
finely-toothed. 3-5 pair of
curved leaf veins. Leaves
stay green late into fall.

photos by Barb Bowman
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LASA NEWS - Plant Upgrade
 Neil Gerl 426-2936   neilgerl@umich.edu

After one year of effort to obtain a State Revolving
Fund (SRF) award, we have been informed that we
will receive a $30,000 grant and a loan of approxi-
mately $2 million to upgrade our wastewater
treatment system. The interest rate on the loan is
1.625% for 20 years. Details on the Project were
provided with your July water bill. A special LASA
Board Meeting will be held at 7 PM, 31 July 2007 at
the Webster Township Hall to approve a motion to
formally accept the loan. Construction is expected to
start as early as 20 September 2007.

New LASA Regulations:

Customers can view the new LASA regulations
effective 1 July 2007 on the LASA website along with
the latest water report.

Review Your Household Insurance Policy:

It is important to be aware of your insurance
coverage for damages caused by sewer or water
problems in your home. Replacement, cleaning, and
repair of personal property damaged by water is
expensive. This coverage typically costs approxi-
mately $45 per year. One customer was surprised
when reviewing his household policy by finding
zero coverage. LASA does not have insurance
coverage for customer’s property damage because
the LASA insurance company will not pay for
damages unless it is proved that LASA was negli-
gent in maintaining the sewer and water system.
Therefore, LASA recommends that you discuss your
risks with your insurance company.

 

http://www.hbawc.com/se_remodelors.cfm

Women Who Build
by Marcia Wallin

Last winter, I took a terrific class at Washtenaw
Community College (WCC) called “Women Who
Build”. Taught by Cristy Lindemann, chair of the
WCC Residential Construction program, we learned
to use a variety of power tools, install drywall,
flooring, windows and roof tiles while contructing
tool sheds that were auctioned off to raise money for
Habitat for Humanity.

Upcoming classes taught by Cristy Lindemann
include “Tools: The Basics” and “ Remodeling: The
Basics” For more information call: WCC at  734-973-
3300 or go to the following web link

http://www.wccnet.edu/academicinfo/
continuingeducation/lwl/
and follow the link for Construction

In other related building news, Loch Alpine
homeowner Maryann Griffith will open her home at
4795 Bridgeway Drive to the Remodelers Home Tour,
Friday September 28 through Sunday, September 30
Tickets and more information about the Remodelers
Home Tour is available at:

Ann Arbor Country Club
is extending their successful
Dining Membership For Fall

Here’s how it works!

You pay $10.00 and receive your fall dining
membership at the Club. You can dine in or order for
take out if you choose, thru December 31, 2007.
There are no minimums and you get billed on a
monthly basis for whatever you eat or drink.

It’s easy and the food is great!!
Call Tony or Dean at 426-4693 to get signed up.

Ann Arbor Country Club
Dining Membership

Loch Alpine Lore Editor’s Note

Thank you to all who contributed to this issue,
especially Loch Alpine resident and professional
photographer David Koether, who contributed the
fantastic photos of the swans!

Please contact me at lochalpinelore@hotmail.com if
you would like to contribute to upcoming issues of
the Lore.

Marcia Wallin
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On July 21, the Loch Alpine Garden Club had a
dedication ceremony
for a Blue Star
Memorial Marker next
to the flag pole at the
Webster Township
Hall. The marker
honors all servicemen
past, present and
future.

The club purchased the marker, invited the partici-
pation of Boy Scout Troop 477 who performed their
flag raising ceremony and led in the Pledge of
Allegiance. American Legion Post 557 was invited to
present the colors of the four services.

 Commander James Dempsey unveiled the marker
and John Kingsley, Webster Township Supervisor,
accepted the Memorial for the Township.

Loch Alpine Garden Club
Dedicate Memorial
by Chris Rochman

Bev Ross organized a lovely reception with
club members in the Hall following the
dedication.

Kathy Landeck, Blue Star Mother-in-law,
placed the floral tribute, and Loch Alpine
resident Bernadette Quist sang the Star
Spangled Banner and America the
Beautiful.

Michigan Garden Clubs state Blue Star
chairman, Lorri Dyal, gave the history of
the Blue Star program which was started in
1945 following the second World War. Club
member and District Director of Michigan
Garden Clubs, Margaret Jahnke, gave the
dedication of the marker.

photos by Chris Rochman
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DEXTER DISTRTICT LIBRARY
8040 FOURTH STREET • DEXTER, MI • 48130
   PHONE: 734-426-4477
• FAX: 734-426-1217

This fall, Dexter
District Library
begins another
season of fun
programs for the
whole family.

Children’s Story
Times return to the
Library this fall
beginning with

registration on September 4.  Due to overwhelming
demand, registration for Story Time is required.
Story Time sessions will begin the week of Septem-
ber 17.  This fall marks the eleventh consecutive year
the Library has held Story Times for parents and
their preschool aged children.  This year’s programs
will feature Toddler Story Time sessions for children
18 months old through age 3 and Preschool Story
Time sessions for children ages 3-6 years old.  All
Story Times will be held on Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday mornings.  Toddler Story Time will be
held Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. and the Preschool Story Time will be held
Mondays and Thursdays at 11:30 a.m.  Each Story
Time will consist of a combination of singing,
movement activities, finger plays, flannel board
stories and listening to our Youth Services Librarian
Cathy Jurich read stories.  Please stop by the Library
and sign your child up to participate in this lively
program!  Parents may sign up each child for just
one time slot.  The program will run from September
17 through November 8.  Story Times are held in the
Library’s Group Study room.

The Library’s popular Book Discussion Group
resumes on September 17 and will continue
throughout the fall and winter, meeting on the third
Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.  In September,

the Group will discuss The Endurance: Shackleton’s
Legendary Antarctic Expedition by Caroline
Alexander.  Additional book selections will be made
on a monthly basis with members of the group
determining future titles.  Individuals interested in
participating in the program should contact Paul
McCann at the Library.

On Saturday, October 6 at 11:00 a.m., Joel Tacey will
bring his performance “Creepy Creature Comedy
Show” to the Library.  Sam the Skeleton (a forgetful
character that Joel imagined-up one day) joins Joel
for this fun, interactive show.  Joel and Sam will have
audience members laughing out loud during this
program that features costumes, comedy, juggling,
magic and more. Nonstop Halloween themed jokes
and visual-surprises highlight this exciting pro-
gram.  The program will be held outdoors, under the
tent and the Library will serve donuts after the
show.

On Saturday, October 20 at 11:00 a.m., the
Organization for Bat
Conservation will visit the
Library to present their
program “Bats of the
World.”  Step into the world
of bats with this exciting
presentation with a cultural
geographic perspective.

Topics include sound waves, ecosystems, food webs,
and conservation. See live U.S. bats, South American
bats, and rare African bats with 4-foot wingspans!

On Wednesday, November 21 at 11:00 a.m., Youth
Service Librarian Cathy Jurich will present a
Thanksgiving Story Time and Craft at the Library.
Children will hear Thanksgiving themed stories and
be able to make a craft to take home for the holiday.
This program is geared for children ages 3 and up.
Parents will also have a fun time helping children
create a Thanksgiving decoration.  No registration is
required for this program.

All programs presented at the Library are free and
open to the public.  Please stop by for one of these
interesting programs and see what’s new at the
Library!
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CYGNET ABUSE

 Nona Credile 426-3495
 hcredille@provide.net

     Eight cygnets were hatched on May 11 and they were as cute
as fuzz covered buttons.  There was only one thing wrong -
too many cygnets and not enough edible stuff to sustain them.

     “Cob” had to follow his natural instincts and sacrifice some of
the young in order to feed the rest.  He singled them out one at a
time and in a few days reduced the size of his brood from eight
to four.  It wasn’t a matter of culling out the weak because all
eight were good, vigorous birds, so Cob’s only reason for canni-
balizing his own family was to adjust its size to fit the environ-
ment or maybe there were too many male birds and he didn’t
want the competition next year?????

     It seems like a very cruel thing to do, but to a parent bird,
natural law would mandate that four well fed cygnets have a
better chance of growing up to reproduce their kind than eight
poorly developed birds.

     In looking at our weed filled lakes you would think our swans could raise fifty fat cygnets.  The non-
edible vegetation has become so abundant as to prevent the growth of necessary food for our water fowl.
For the first time in our 47 years of swan care have the birds found it necessary to walk from Greenook Lake
to Bridgeway Lake in search of more food.

      I don’t know what a swan’s favorite food is, but it certainly is not milfoil.  The Huron River, in our area, is
looking extremely weedy this year and I have noticed a paucity of swans.I visited North Lake recently
because I read that they are preparing to do battle with their milfoil and I counted one swan pair with one
cygnet in tow. It seems we are being choked with noxious weeds with no redeeming features that I can think
of and the wildlife is having a hard time competing.

photo by David Koether

photo by David Koether
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Advertisements

Wanted Babysitters
for a 4-year old boy.
Occasionally need
sitters for evenings
during the week or
weekends. Please call
426-2769 or email
ccrogers@comcast.net
if interested.

Car For Sale

2003 Honda Element, 5 speed manual,
76,000 miles, great   condition, new tires,
newer brakes, new rotors. Current on all
maintenance. $12,000 (negotiable) Call 734-
426-2769 or email ccrogers@comcast.net.

2000 Kawasaki Jet Ski 1100 STX DI, very
low hours, like new, includes Triton alumi-
num trailer, accessory bags $5,500 (nego-
tiable), call 734-426-2769 or email
ccrogers@comcast.net

Jet Ski For Sale

Piano For Sale

* Yamaha U-1 48” upright piano
* Polished ebony
* 8 years old
* Well-maintained, mint condition
* References available
* $4,200

If interested, please contact Sarah Musko
sarahmusko@comcast.net
426-4547

3890 E. Loch Alpine Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
Ph:(734) 424-2666
Fax: (734) 424-2667
email:dhkozmo@aol.com




